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KEY STAGE 4 OPTIONS BOOKLET

This booklet is designed to provide you with information about the core
curriculum (the subjects you have to take) and to help you make your
choices for Key Stage 4. It is important that you take time to think
everything through very carefully. You will be supported through this
process by a sequence of events that are designed to help you make the
best possible decisions for you as an individual.

KEY DATES

January 2019         Key Stage 4 Options Booklet issued to students  

February 2019 Additional subject courses give presentations during                 

Collective Worship/tutorial time

7 March 2019 Options Evening for parents and students

15 March 2019 Deadline for the return of application forms to tutors

May 2019 Learners notified of courses for 2019 – 2022

September 2019 Key Stage 4 courses begin

This booklet has been produced to help students choose the right options. Remember

that Form Tutors, Subject Teachers and Careers Advisers are there to help when it

comes to talking about courses and examinations.

If you have any questions regarding the process, then please do not hesitate to

contact the Head of Year (Miss Pengelly) or Mr Lander (Assistant Headteacher –

Curriculum).
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A LETTER FROM MR SARGEANT, 
HEADTEACHER

Dear Students,

You are approaching a critical point in your education as you decide
which subjects to study at examination level during Key Stage 4. This
decision will affect your longer term study and career plans so it is
important to take account of many factors when deciding. This is a good
time to remind you that you must be in some form of education or training
until the end of the academic year in which you turn 18.

The Options Booklet outlines the courses on offer at Key Stage 4 so please
study the information carefully. Consider the idea that certain
combinations of subjects provide a good foundation for further study,
leading to broad career groups. At Key Stage 4 it is important not to
restrict career options too much as interests often change over the next few
years. This is why all students have to study core subjects such as English,
Maths, Science, Citizenship, Religious Education and Physical Education.

School staff know you quite well by now and their input may be helpful in
making important decisions for your Key Stage 4 courses.

Please make sure that you attend the Options Evening with your parent(s)
on 7 March 2019. Your parent(s)/carer(s) will then be able to find out
more and support you in making your final choices.

I wish you all the very best during this exciting decision making process,
and always remember we are there to support and help you.

Mr L Sargeant
Headteacher
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THE CURRICULUM

From September 2019, the curriculum will consist of the following at Key Stage 4:

The optional subjects are a range of GCSE and Level 2 Certificate qualifications that are
arranged into three blocks. We construct the blocks to maximise the number of students who can
study at least two of their three first choice subjects, once initial requests are known from the
application form at the end of this booklet. Each subject will be taught for five hours in a fortnight.

There are different courses and pathways to be aware of when choosing GCSE options.

GCSEs
These are the most common type of Level 1 and 2 qualifications for KS4 and consist of formal
exams and class work rather than the sort of coursework activities about which older friends and
relatives might tell you. These are graded 9-1. Please see the following page for more details on
gradings.

Level 2 Certificates
These are work-related qualifications that are assessed through classroom based assignments and
an external examination. These courses are ideal for students who have a strong interest in the
subject area and enjoy this method of learning and assessment. These are Level 2 courses which
are graded Distinction, Merit or Pass and are equivalent to 9-4 grades.

The English Baccalaureate
The English Baccalaureate is a measure the government
introduced in order to promote a breadth of academic study.
This is recommended for students who wish to study a range of
qualifications know as the ‘EBacc’. This typically leads on to
study in the sixth form and university, as it allows students to
achieve a combination of GCSEs, which includes English,
Maths, Science, a humanity (geography or history) and a
language (French).

All students need to chose Geography or History.

The Core Curriculum The Optional Curriculum

English Language and English Literature
GCSEs
Maths GCSE
Combined Science GCSE
Religious Education GCSE
X-band students only- GCSE French
Physical Education
PSHE- deep learning days

Options include:

An extensive range of GCSEs

A number of Level 2 Certificate
qualifications, in subjects closely related
to the workplace
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KEY STAGE 4 GRADINGS

Students starting Key Stage 4 in 2019 will study for the new reformed GCSEs and Level 2
Certificates. From September 2017, all courses had transferred over to the new GCSEs.

The difference with these GCSEs is that there is less emphasis on coursework or ‘controlled
assessments’ and there will only be terminal examinations at the end of year 11.

A further change is that students completing the new GCSEs will not be awarded an A*-G grade
but a 9-1 grade instead. How the old grading system compares to the new one is shown below.

There should be no concerns about this transition to the new courses on offer, as they have the

same value for applications for places in the sixth form and future employers.

New GCSEs are graded from 9-1, with a 5 being considered a ‘strong’ pass and 4 as a ‘standard’
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CHOOSING OPTIONS

Try to choose subjects …..

• that you think you will enjoy and feel you are good at.
• that you may need for future education and/or your career.
• that you are most likely to work enthusiastically in and succeed at.
• that provide a balance and variety. By keeping a balance at this stage, you will not restrict

future options.

DO

• DO talk to parent(s), carer(s), subject teachers, careers staff and students who are in Key
Stage 4 and are studying the particular subject.

• DO read the subject details in this booklet carefully and ask if you need to know more.
• DO opt for a balanced choice of subjects to keep future careers and study options open.

DON’T

• DON’T choose a subject just because you like a particular teacher (or avoid a subject
because you dislike a teacher) - it is likely you will have a different teacher next year.

• DON’T choose a subject just because your friends are choosing it. You are deciding about
your future and your friends may not be in the same group as you.

• DON’T be misled by the title of a subject into thinking you need it for a career.

Make sure you have thought about your reserve choices.

All Saints C of E Academy offers a wide range of option subjects but these can only run if
enough students choose them. We cannot allow classes to be too big either. The Academy
always does its best to provide you with your first choices but if we cannot, we will discuss with
you the reasons why and ask you to choose a reserve subject.
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KEY STAGE 4 SUBJECTS

The Core Curriculum Subjects

English Language and English Literature GCSEs

Maths GCSE

Combined Science GCSE

Religious Education GCSE

X-band students only: French GCSE

Physical Education (no exam)

Personal, Social and Health Education- deep learning days (no exam)

The Optional Curriculum Subjects

Art
Business: Enterprise and Marketing
Food Technology
Geography+

Graphic Design
Health and Social Care 
History+

ICT/iMedia
Motor Vehicle
Music
Performing Arts
Product Design
Sport Studies

Students choose three of these subjects which must include one ‘EBacc’ subject (these are marked with + sign

above). Use the separate application form at the end of this booklet to make the option choices and then hand it in

to your tutor.
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CAREERS

CAREERS AND WORK-RELATED LEARNING
Decision making is a key activity throughout life, and in Key Stage 4. Part of the careers
education has been used to help students develop the skills, resources and confidence necessary
to make effective decisions. As well as continuing to develop these areas, the careers
programme in Key Stage 4 will pay particular attention to identifying possible careers for each
student and the necessary paths they need to take to fulfil their ambitions whilst keeping their
educational choices as broad as possible. Students all have the opportunity to have at least one
confidential and impartial appointment with a Careers South West representative. In addition,
Mr Lander – the Senior Leader for Careers at All Saints, will be present at all Parents’ Evenings.

NEXT STEPS SOUTH-WEST
Year 9 students will all take part in a careers lesson run by Next Steps South-West, who come in
to the Academy. They will use careers software designed to generate ideas and information
about jobs and the associated qualifications. ‘Careerpilot’ is an impartial online careers
programme that helps young people plan their future and make informed decisions. It provides
an insight into areas such as qualifications required, salary, number of working hours and
whether the job sector of interest is predicted to grow in the foreseeable future. In combination
with advice and information this can be highly informative.

WORK EXPERIENCE
Year 10 students will undertake one week of work experience normally around Easter of year
10, and is another opportunity to explore potential careers of interest.

CAREERS SOUTH WEST
Helen Bartlett is our link careers advisor. Helen supports specific targeted students.

VISITORS AND SPEAKERS
A programme will be arranged whereby visitors and employers will speak to specific interested
groups of year 9 – 11 students on particular careers.

APPRENTICESHIPS
Students will receive information and advice on the range of opportunities available to them if
they wish to enter employment at 16 or later.
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THE CORE SUBJECTS
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE & ENGLISH 
LITERATURE

Course Outline Qualification: GCSE

Exam Board: AQAYou will study for 2 GCSEs: English Language and English
Literature. You will learn to communicate clearly for speaking
and listening in the form of a presentation. You will learn the
skills of cooperation to work with others to fulfil your potential.
You will study a range of different texts including: An
Inspector Calls, A Christmas Carol, An Inspector Calls, Romeo
and Juliet and a range of poems, unseen passages and non
fiction. You will learn how to analyse these texts and write
about them in an accurate and thoughtful way.

There will be opportunities to learn how to appreciate the
techniques in a range of fiction and non-fiction texts that may
explain, persuade, comment or advise the audience. Part of
the exam will be to comment on how writer’s use techniques
to form ideas and impressions on their readers.

You will learn how to write accurately for different purposes
and audiences, including how to shape content and technical
accuracy

You will have the opportunity to write creatively using
illustrations as a stimulus for your own ideas.

You will be encouraged to become independent in your
writing to become accurate and articulate.

English will provide you with a key qualification as it will
equip you with essential independent skills in thinking,
reading, writing, speaking and listening. You will
develop the ability to read and understand both literary
and non-literary texts, and develop accuracy, fluency and
style to communicate your ideas more effectively through
writing and speaking. These skills are useful in all
aspects of modern academic and professional life, from
researching briefs and writing professional letters, to
developing the ability to discuss ideas and give
presentations. It is consequently one of the first
qualifications you are asked about by prospective
employers, as good communication skills are an
important part of the modern workplace. A pass in GCSE
English/English Language is often an essential
requirement for entry into higher and further education
and you will be able to apply many of these skills to your
work in other subject areas. At A Level we offer English
Literature and English Language as separate A Levels.

The qualification will be graded and certificated
on a nine-grade scale from 9 to 1 where 9 is
the highest grade.

English Language
Paper 1 Unseen 19th Century Fiction/Creative 
Writing.
Paper 2 Unseen Non Fiction/Transactional 
Writing.

Speaking and Listening
Single Formal Presentation graded with either 
Pass, Merit or Distinction.

English Literature 
Paper 1 Romeo and Juliet/A Christmas Carol
Paper 2 An Inspector Calls/Conflict 
Poetry/Unseen Poetry.

Students will take the exams in June at the end
of Year 11.

ASSESSMENT METHOD: 100% 
EXAM

POST 16
Opportunities and careers

If you have any queries relating to English, please 

contact Mrs Brookshaw.
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MATHEMATICS

Course OutlineQualification: GCSE

Exam Board: EDEXCEL

The course will cover the following content:

1. Number
2. Algebra
3. Ratio, proportion and rates of change
4. Geometry and measures
5. Probability
6. Statistics

Learners are set by ability. This is so they can
progress at a pace that is challenging to their
needs. There will be a mixture of teaching and
learning methods including problem solving, group
working and independent study.

Revision and consolidation sessions will occur
throughout the two-year course and all learners are
encouraged to attend. All learners will have a
personalised learning checklist which will allow
everybody involved to know their mathematical
strengths and areas which they could improve
upon. This will allow learners to work on specific
areas for development.

Home Learning is set regularly. There are also
regular assessments throughout the course to
identify where individual learners are, and to
ensure that their needs are met in order to make
progress and achieve at the highest level they can.
These will be carried out using in class assessments
and several more formal whole year group Pre-
Public Examinations.

Mathematics is a core subject within
school but it is also highly prized by
employers and further education
establishments.

The entry requirement for many courses
and job vacancies include a
mathematics grade, depending on what
you chose to apply for.

The qualification will be graded and certificated on a
nine-grade scale from 9 to 1 where 9 is the highest
grade.

Two tiers are available: Foundation and Higher.

Foundation tier: grades 1 to 5.
Higher tier: grades 4 to 9.

The qualification consists of three equally-weighted
written examination papers at either tier.

Paper 1 is a non-calculator assessment and a calculator
is allowed for papers 2 and 3.

Each paper is 1 hour and 30 minutes long.

Each paper has 80 marks.

Students will take the exams in June at the end of Year
11.

ASSESSMENT METHOD: 100% EXAM

POST 16
Opportunities and careers

If you have any queries relating to Mathematics, please 

contact Miss White.
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SCIENCE 

Course OutlineQualification: GCSE

Exam Board: AQA

All students will take Science and be awarded 
with either two or three GCSE’s. 

Over the course of 3 years students will cover 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics content as well as 
the skills required perform practical experiments. 

The course content is as follows:

Biology
Cell Biology
Organisation
Infection and Response
Homeostasis and Response
Inheritance, Variation and Evolution
Ecology

Chemistry
Atomic Structure
Bonding Structure and the Properties of Matter
Quantitative Chemistry
Chemical Changes
Energy Changes
The rate and Extent of Chemical Change
Organic Chemistry
Chemical Analysis
Chemistry and the Atmosphere
Using Resources

Physics
Forces
Energy
Waves
Electricity
Magnetism and Electromagnetics
Particle Model of Matter
Atomic Structure

Students who study GCSE Combined 
Science can go on to study A-Level 
Sciences. It is also the first step into a 
STEM career.

The qualification will be graded and certificated on a 
nine-grade scale from 9-1 where 9 is the highest grade

Tiers of entry available.  
Foundation tier grades 1-1 – 5-5
Higher tier grades 4-4 – 9-9

There are exams covering all three disciplines; Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics. 

All papers are 1hr 15 minutes.
Students will take the exams in May at the end of Y11.

ASSESSMENT METHOD: 100% 
EXAM

POST 16
Opportunities and careers

If you have any queries relating to Combined 

Science, please contact Miss Asquith.
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

Course Outline Qualification: GCSE          
(Full course)

Exam Board: AQAStudents are challenged with questions about belief, 
values, meaning, purpose and truth, enabling them 
to develop their own attitudes towards religious 
issues. 

Students will also gain an appreciation of how 
religion, philosophy and ethics form the basis of our 
culture. They will develop analytical and critical 
thinking skills, the ability to work with abstract 
ideas, leadership and research skills. All these skills 
will help prepare them for further study 

Component 1: The study of religious 
beliefs, teachings and practices           
(50% of GCSE) 

Four themes studied:

 Christian beliefs 
 Christian practices 
 Muslim beliefs 
 Muslim practices 

Component 2: Thematic studies 
(50% of GCSE)

Students are encouraged to discuss contemporary 
and controversial issue from a religious and non-
religious perspective.

Four themes studied:

 Theme A: Relationships and families
 Theme B: Religion and Life
 Theme D: Religion, peace and conflict
 Theme E: Religion, crime and punishment 

As well as providing an excellent knowledge base 
in religious studies, this GCSE course is ideal for:
Students who are planning to study the following 
A Levels:
 Religious Studies
 Law
 Sociology
 Philosophy
 Politics
 Psychology

Future career in:
 Law 
 Journalism 
 Social Services 
 Education
 Policing
 Health & Social Care 
 Politics

Two written exams 

 Component 1 (50%) 1 hour 45 minutes 
 Component 2 (50%) 1 hour 45 minutes

Each paper is worth 96 marks, plus 6 marks for 
spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG) 

The exams will measure how students have 
achieved the following assessment objectives. 

AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of religion and beliefs including: 
AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion 
and belief, including their significance and 
influence.

ASSESSMENT METHOD:

POST 16
Opportunities and careers

If you have any queries relating 
to RS, please contact            

Miss Wheeler.
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FRENCH- X BAND STUDENTS ONLY

Course Outline Qualification: GCSE

Exam Board: AQA
This is a three year course that incorporates a variety of
teaching and learning methods so that all pupils can
progress at a pace that is appropriate and challenging
to their needs. Through the subject content a range of
skills are taught so that students are able to decode and
communicate the French language.
Home learning is set regularly. This can be in the form
of online vocabulary tests, revision, or specific tasks that
target the different skills required.
Revision and consolidation sessions will occur
throughout the course and regular skills and knowledge
checks as well as assessments will take place to ensure
that all students are on track to make progress, are
aware of their strengths and weaknesses and will allow
students to work on specific areas of development.

UNIT 1: Identity and culture

UNIT 2: Local, national, international and global areas
of interest

UNIT 3: Current and future study and employment.

Students will develop transferable skills that
support higher education study and the
transition to employment, together with an
understanding and appreciation of French
speaking countries and their cultures.

Knowledge of a foreign language is also a very
useful advantage to any type of employment. In
addition you will have the basis for learning
language taken later in life. Speaking more than
one language fluently can lead to careers in
teaching, translating and interpreting, finance,
sales and marketing in many different business
sectors.

In an increasingly competitive job market,
employers value students who have a language
qualification, as it demonstrates not only the
ability to speak another language, but also that
a student has.

Each of the four skills are tested separately and
each is worth 25% of the final grade awarded.

Listening, Reading and Writing are all
tested in a single exam at the end of the course.
Speaking consists of three tasks in a single
recorded session: role-play, questions about a
picture and a conversation on two topics, the
first of which is chosen by the student.

GCSE French has a Foundation Tier (grades 1–
5) and a Higher Tier (grades 4–9). Students 
must take all four question papers at the same 
tier.

ASSESSMENT METHOD:

POST 16
Opportunities and careers

If you have any queries relating to 
Frrench, please contact Mrs Alsop.ñA man who knows two 

languages is worth two menò 
French Proverb

“I chose a language at GCSE because I felt it was essential to 

making progress through school and life. People are impressed 

when they see you can speak a language and it gets you further in 

jobs and education.” 

“I took a language GCSE because I feel like having another 

language is an important skill to have if you are travelling or doing 

business worldwide. It was also fun.” 

Year 11 students
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND PSHE

Physical Education

Students have two hours of core PE throughout Key Stage 4, each week, in which we offer a broad range
of activities.

In Years 10 & 11 there is a pathway structure. In recognition of the maturity and sporting understanding,
we allow each student the opportunity to tailor PE to his/her needs and interests, with guidelines to ensure
variety.

Extra-Curricular Physical Education and School Sport

The department provides an outstanding provision of PE and Sport. All students will continue to be provided
with opportunities for competition at all levels; this includes clubs.

Training for these clubs takes place during lunch times and after school. Further provision is offered to
students through inter-form competition, District, County and National fixtures/competitions.

If you have any queries relating to Physical Education, please contact Mr R Gibbons.

PSHE

PSHE is an important part of the curriculum at All Saints Academy. To facilitate the learning of this, we have
‘deep learning days’ throughout the year, where the timetable is collapsed and students spend their time
learning about PSHE-related topics. The Key Stage 4 course examines many of the changes and demands
involved in becoming an adult. The opportunities and responsibilities associated with adolescence and
adulthood are investigated and your changing perceptions of society are explored. You will consider many of
the conflicts and emotions that teenagers may experience. Much of the PSHE programme will be integrated
into subjects as well.

What will I get out of the subject?

The course will provide you with a wide variety of information related to careers, the law and other issues.
You will be encouraged to discuss in an open way a wide variety of personal and social issues which relate
to you as a teenager. Therefore, throughout the course, you will be developing your inter-personal skills such
as co-operation, listening and expressing your views.

If you have any queries relating to PSHE, please contact Mrs T Davis.
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THE OPTIONAL 
SUBJECTS
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ART & DESIGN

Course Outline Qualification: LEVEL 2 
VOCATIONAL

Exam Board: EDEXCELStudents wishing to study Art and Design must have an
interest in the creative process and be willing to
generate their own ideas for projects. You need to enjoy
problem solving in order to realise your ideas through
experimentation with materials and techniques.

An interest in studying the work of other artists and
practitioners is also important. There is a large amount
of practical coursework and students must be prepared
to commit to weekly Home Learning throughout the
course to develop their portfolio.

UNIT 1: Learners will be introduced to a range a
specialisms within Art and Design. Learners investigate
specialist disciplines such as photography, visual arts
and visual communication.

UNIT 2: Supports the development of core skills and
knowledge and is intended to be taken as the final unit
in the qualification. The project-based nature of the unit
allows learners to take ownership of their abilities
through personalised study, and culminates in the
production of a final outcome under controlled
conditions.

UNIT 3: In this unit learners will experiment with a
range of 2D mark-making activities that include
drawing, painting and other disciplines, such as
photography, printmaking and mixed media.

UNIT 4: In this unit learners will investigate historical
and contemporary art, craft and design practice.
Learners will find out how work from the past has
influenced contemporary design. Learners will then use
their historical and contemporary findings to inspire their
own work.

The skills learnt in studying a BTEC First will aid
progression to further study and prepare learners
to enter the workplace in due course. In the art and
design sector, learners would be aiming to move
into entry-level roles, such as assistants in design
and craft production, the fashion and textiles
sector, product design services, or the visual arts
and visual communications sectors.

Students will be able to progress onto other Art
and Design courses at Level 3 or equivalent.

Students are awarded either a pass, merit,
distinction, distinction*.

UNIT 1: Introduction to Specialist Pathways in
Art and Design

UNIT 2: Creative Project in Art and Design
(externally set assignment)

UNIT 3: Communicating ideas in 2D

UNIT 4: Investigating Contextual References in
Art and Design

To be awarded the Level 2 Award in Art and
Design, learners are required to successfully
complete 4 mandatory units.

Learners must also achieve a minimum of a Pass
in the external assessment.

ASSESSMENT METHOD:

POST 16
Opportunities and careers

If you have any queries relating to Art and 
Design, please contact Mrs Vinnicombe.
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BUSINESS: ENTERPRISE AND MARKETING  

Course Outline Qualification: LEVEL 2 
VOCATIONAL

Exam Board: OCR 
The Cambridge National in Enterprise and 
Marketing gives students the practical skills and 
applied knowledge they’ll need in business. 
Practical elements build on theoretical knowledge 
so that students can put their learning into practice 
while also developing valuable transferable skills, 
including:

• Working as part of a team
• Communication and presentation skills
• Using initiative and working independently

UNIT R064: By completing this unit, learners will
understand the main activities that will need to
happen to support a start-up business and what the
key factors are to consider when starting up a
business

UNIT R065: This unit will provide learners with the
skills and knowledge to design a product proposal
to meet a business challenge scenario. Learners will
be able to identify a customer profile for their own
product design, develop market research tools and
use these to complete market research for their
product.

UNIT R066: This unit will provide learners with the
skills and knowledge to create a brand identity and
promotional plan for their product proposal,
developed in Unit R065. They will be able to pitch
their product proposal to an external audience after
completing a practice pitch, and complete a review
of both their pitching skills and product proposal,
using their learning from this qualification, self-
assessment and feedback generated.

These programmes are designed to give you the skills

and confidence to be able to progress onto a Level 3

programme of study, such as A-Levels or advanced

BTECs and apprenticeships.

Career aspirations could be in the following sectors:

Marketing

Finance

Human Resources

Sales

Distribution and Logistics

ICT

Customer Services

You could also consider starting up your own small

business.

Students are awarded either a pass, merit,
distinction or distinction*.

Unit R064: Enterprise and marketing concepts
(External exam)

Unit R065: Design a business proposal
(Internal assignment)

Unit R066: Market and pitch a business
proposal
(internal assignment)

To be awarded the Level 2 Cambridge National
in Enterprise and Marketing, learners are
required to successfully complete the 3 units
above.

ASSESSMENT METHOD:

POST 16
Opportunities and careers

If you have any queries relating to 
Business, please contact Mrs Kirtley.
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CREATIVE iMEDIA

Course Outline Qualification: LEVEL 2 
VOCATIONAL

Exam Board: OCR 
The Cambridge National in Creative iMedia equips 
students with a range of creative media skills that 
will challenge them by introducing them to 
demanding material and techniques which 
encourage independence and creativity. Practical 
elements build on theoretical knowledge so that 
students can put their learning into practice while 
also developing valuable transferable skills, 
including:

• Research
• Planning and review
• Working with others
• Communicating creative concepts
• Creating fit-for-purpose products

UNIT R081: This unit enables students to
understand pre-production skills in the creative and
digital media sector. It will develop their
understanding of the client brief, time frames,
deadlines and preparation techniques that form part
of the planning and creation process.

UNIT R082: This unit builds on unit R082. Students
will understand the basics of digital graphics editing
for the creative and digital media sector. They will
learn where and why digital graphics are used and
what techniques are involved in their creation.

UNIT R087: Students will learn about where and
why interactive multimedia products are used and
what features are needed for a given purpose.
Students will understand their purpose and
properties and be able to plan and create an
interactive multimedia product to a client’s
requirements, review it and identify areas for
improvement.

UNIT R086: On completion of this unit, students will
learn about the different types of digital animation
techniques, know where they are used, use
animation software to create an animation and test
and review it against a specific brief.

These programmes are designed to give you the skills

and confidence to be able to progress onto a Level 3

programme of study, such as A-Levels or advanced

BTECs and apprenticeships.

Career aspirations could be in the following sectors:

Graphic design

Interactive multimedia design

Animation creation

Video creation and editing

Audio creation and editing

Students are awarded either a pass, merit,
distinction or distinction*.

Unit R081: Pre-Production Skills
(External exam)

Unit R082: Creating Digital Graphics
(Internal assignment)

Unit R087: Creating Interactive Multimedia
Products
(Internal assignment)

Unit R086: Creating a Digital Animation
(Internal assignment)

To be awarded the Level 2 Cambridge National
in Creative iMedia, learners are required to
successfully complete the 4 units above.

ASSESSMENT METHOD:

POST 16
Opportunities and careers

If you have any queries relating to Creative 
iMedia, please contact Mrs Jarwood.
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GEOGRAPHY

Course Outline Qualification: GCSE

Exam Board: AQA
This exciting and relevant course studies geography in a
balanced framework of physical and human themes and
investigates the link between them.

Students will travel the world from their classroom,
exploring case studies in the United Kingdom (UK),
higher income countries (HICs), newly emerging
economies (NEEs) and lower income countries (LICs).
Topics of study include climate change, poverty,
deprivation, global shifts in economic power and the
challenge of sustainable resource use. Students are also
encouraged to understand their role in society, by
considering different viewpoints, values and attitudes.

Paper 1: Living with the physical environment
The challenge of natural hazards
The living world
Physical landscapes in the UK
Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment
Urban issues and challenges
The changing economic world
The challenge of resource management
Paper 3: Geographical applications
Issue evaluation
Fieldwork

Students need to undertake two geographical enquiries.
Students currently visit Dawlish in Year 9 and Millbay,
Plymouth in Year 11. These are day trips and are
compulsory as they are essential in being able to access
the questions and marks in Paper 3.

Students are awarded a GCSE grade.

Paper 1: Living with the physical
environment
(35%)

Paper 2: Challenges in the human
environment
(35%)

Paper 3: Geographical applications
(30%)

Question types: multiple choice, short answer,
levels of response, extended prose.

ASSESSMENT METHOD:

If you have any queries relating to 
Geography please see Mrs Payne.

Geography at GCSE level provides a wide and varied base for
entry into academic and vocational post 16 courses. It can be
successfully combined with both arts and science subjects as a
foundation for higher or ongoing education. Opportunities for
geography graduates include cartography, surveying,
environmental and ecological work, teaching, travel and tourism,
town planning and conservation to name but a few.

Skills developed on the Geography course include data gathering
and manipulation, enquiry work and decision making,
independent research, statistical analysis, team work, report
writing and summarising and synthesising information for
presentation.

POST 16
Opportunities and careers
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GRAPHIC DESIGN

Course Outline Qualification: LEVEL 2 
VOCATIONAL

Exam Board: NCFEStudents wishing to study Graphic Design must have an
interest in the creative process and be willing to
generate their own ideas for projects. You need to enjoy
problem solving in order to realise your ideas through
experimentation with materials and techniques.

An interest in studying the work of other artists and
practitioners is also important. There is a large amount
of practical coursework and students must be prepared
to commit to weekly Home Learning throughout the
course to develop their portfolio.

UNIT 1: Learners will develop an understanding of the
components of graphic design. They will do this by
working with physical and/or digital materials and
techniques. The learner will be introduced to graphic
design components through personal experimental work.

UNIT 2: Learners will explore design disciplines,
examine the work of recognised designers and use their
understanding of design components to identify
successful design practice. They will choose one
discipline, select some work by a recognised designer in
that discipline and create their own piece of graphic
design, taking inspiration from their research and using
components found in the work of their chosen designer.

UNIT 3: Learners will analyse the requirement of a
graphic design brief. They will understand the
requirements and develop some possible ideas to meet
the brief. The learner will further develop an idea and
present their final graphic design. Finally, the learner
will analyse their work and review how they have met
the brief.

UNIT 4: Learners will explore working in the graphic
design industry, by looking at different ways to present
work to understand different types of portfolio. They will
then design and create their own portfolio and review
how the portfolio presents their skills as a graphic
designer.

Study the course at a higher level. Effective
communication and problem solving are
important parts of the course and traits that all
employers look for.

Learners who achieve this V Cert qualification
could progress onto level 3 qualifications and A
Levels, such as:
• Level 3 Applied General Certificate in Art &

Design
A Level Design and Technology. It may also be
useful to those studying qualifications in the
following sectors:
• design and technology
• art and design
• creative media.

Students are awarded either a pass, merit,
distinction, distinction*.

UNIT 1: Introduction to graphic design

UNIT 2: Graphic design practice

UNIT 3: Responding to a graphic design brief

UNIT 4: Graphic design portfolio

To be awarded the Level 2 Technical Award in
Graphic Design, learners are required to
successfully complete 4 mandatory units.

Learners must also achieve a minimum of a Pass
in the external assessment.

ASSESSMENT METHOD:

POST 16
Opportunities and careers

If you have any queries relating to 
Technology, please contact Mrs King.
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HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE

Course Outline Qualification: Cambridge National L1/2 
Certificate in Health and Social Care 

Exam Board: OCRCambridge Nationals in Health and Social Care are
targeted at 14-16 year olds in a school environment.
They’re available as an Award, Certificate and
Diploma, with the Certificate being the same size as a
GCSE, and they use both internal and external
assessment (i.e. coursework and exams).

We teach the OCR Cambridge Nationals because they
offer students a vocationally-related qualification that
takes an engaging, practical and inspiring approach to
learning and assessment. The Cambridge Nationals in
Health and Social Care will equip students with a
sound, specialist knowledge along with skills for
everyday use. The hands-on approach reflects the way
in which students use new technology and will underpin
a highly valid method of assessing their skills for the
many progression routes available.

The OCR Cambridge National in Health and Social
Care is delivered through a wide range of units such as
communicating and working with individuals in health,
social care and early years settings, essential values of
care for use with individuals in care settings and using
basic first aid procedures.
It is an ideal foundation for students entering the
workplace, providing them with a theoretical
background reinforced with practical skills that transfer
into the modern workplace.

Students will complete the Cambridge National 
Certificate at level 1 or 2.  The Certificate is equivalent 
to one GCSE.

This includes 4 units:
One of the units is assessed by a one hour written exam.
The other three units are assessed through coursework.
Students can achieve Pass, Merit or Distinction grades
for their work at level 1 or level 2 (Level 2 students can
also achieve Distinction*)

This qualification can lead to a wide range of
Health and Social Care related careers,
including:
Paramedic, Social worker, Dietician, Podiatrist,
Nursing (Community Psychiatric, District,
Macmillan, Marie Curie, Midwife)
Occupational Therapist, Physiotherapist
Teacher., Radiographer, Probation Officer,
Pathology, Care Assistant, Domiciliary Care
Assistant, Residential Care Assistant, Mental
Health, Child Care -Teacher, Nursery Nurse,
Child minder, Playgroup Assistant, Nanny,
Special Needs Care Assistant, Classroom
Assistant, Health Visitor

Students are awarded either a pass, merit,
distinction, distinction*.

Unit R021: Essential Values of Care for use
with Individuals in Care Settings (Examined
Unit)

Unit R022: Communicating and Working with
Individuals in Health, Social Care and Early
Years Settings

Unit R027: Creative Activities to Support
Individuals in Health, Social Care and Early
Years Settings

Unit R031: Using Basic First Aid Procedures

ASSESSMENT METHOD:

POST 16
Opportunities and careers

If you have any queries relating to Health 
and Social Care, please contact Mr Hunt

23



HISTORY

Course Outline

Qualification: GCSE

Exam Board: Edexcel

The GCSE is divided into four topics to be taught over
three years. In Year 9, students begin with the study of
Medicine and how it has changed from the medieval
period to the modern day. This unit also includes
research into the First World War medical services on
the Western Front.

In Year 10, History GCSE students will have lessons on
Elizabethan England and the American West. The
Elizabethan unit looks at the incredible reign of Queen
Elizabeth I including the divides between Catholics and
Protestants and the setting up of the American colony.
The American West unit looks at the growth of the USA
at the expense of the Native Americans that lived on the
Great Plains.

Finally, in Year 11, Historians will study Weimar
Germany after the First World War and the rise of the
Nazis up to 1939.

History GCSE graduates have proven that they
can retain large amounts of facts and
knowledge. History students have also proven
that they can write well-structured and focused
essay answers to explain their points. Historians
are also very good at analysing evidence and
arguing their case. These qualities can lead to
the study of Law, Journalism and work in the
Media.

Academically, students can progress to History
A-level which develops students ability to
analyse rather than explain events.

History is a respected subject by both employers
and education institutions. There is much more
to History than working in a museum or a
becoming a History Teacher (although those are
available too!).

Students will sit three exam papers at the end of
Year 11. All answers are extended essays and
will test the following Assessment Objectives:

AO1: Knowledge and Understanding (35%)
Remembering facts and using them correctly.
AO2: Explanation (35%)
Writing clear, focused paragraphs as answers.
AO3: Source Work (15%)
Analysing evidence, explaining if you trust it.
AO4: Interpretation (15%)
Comparing different opinions about an event.

Results are in the 9-1 GCSE grades based on
the following breakdown of the marks:
Paper 1 = Medicine  30%
Paper 2 = Elizabethans & USA  40%
Paper 3 = Germany  30%

ASSESSMENT METHOD:

POST 16
Opportunities and careers

If you have any queries relating to 
History, please contact Mr Cane.

Are you hard working?
Are you interested in the past?
Do you search for the “truth”
via research?
Are you a keen reader?

Then History GCSE is for you.

òThose who cannot learn from history 
are doomed to repeat itó
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HOSPITALITY & CATERING

Course Outline Qualification: LEVEL1/2 
VOCATIONAL

Exam Board: WJECThe hospitality and catering sector includes all
businesses that provide food, beverages, and/or
accommodation services. This includes restaurants,
hotels, pubs and bars. It also includes airlines, tourist
attractions, hospitals and sports venues; businesses
where hospitality and catering is not their primary
service but is increasingly important to their success.

This course gives learners the opportunity to develop a
range of specialist and general skills that would support
their progression to employment. Employment in
hospitality and catering can range from waiting staff,
receptionists and catering assistants to chefs, hotel and
bar managers and food technologists in food
manufacturing.

Each of the units has been designed so that knowledge,
skills and understanding are developed
through tasks that have many of the characteristics of
real work in the sector. Each unit has what is referred to
as an applied purpose, which acts as a focus for the
learning in the unit. They have been devised around the
concept of a ‘plan, do, review' approach so that
learners take part in practical activities in different
contexts in order to learn the related theories. This
approach mirrors many work related activities in the
hospitality and catering sector and also provides for
learning in a range of contexts.

UNIT 1: The applied purpose of the unit is for learners

to use their knowledge and understanding of the

hospitality and catering industry in order to propose

new hospitality and catering provision to meet specific

needs.

Assessment: This unit is externally assessed. The

external assessment will take place in the June of each

year.

UNIT 2: The applied purpose of the unit is for learners

to safely plan, prepare, cook and present a wide range

of nutritional dishes.

Assessment: This unit is internally assessed and

externally moderated.

This course will develop problem solving,
organisational/planning skills and time
management. All essential attributes employers
look for.

Learners who achieve this vocational
qualification could progress onto the following:

• Level 3 City & Guilds in Hospitality &
Catering

• Level 3 NVQ Diploma in Advanced
Professional Cookery

• Level 3 Advanced Diploma in Food
Preparation and Cookery Supervision

• Apprenticeships in the catering industry
sector

Students are awarded either a pass, merit,
distinction, distinction*. The Level 1/2 Vocational
Award in Hospitality and Catering is made up of
two mandatory units:

UNIT 1: The Hospitality and Catering Industry

UNIT 2: Hospitality and Catering in Action

To be awarded the Level 2 Vocational Award,
learners are required to successfully complete
both mandatory units.

Learners must also achieve a minimum of a Pass
in the external assessment.

ASSESSMENT METHOD:

POST 16
Opportunities and careers

If you have any queries relating to Hospitality 
& Catering, please contact Mrs King.
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MOTOR VEHICLE

Course Outline Qualification: LEVEL 2 CERTIFICATE 
SERVICE & MAINTENANCE 
ENGINEERING

Exam Board: IMI

The content of these qualifications has been designed to give the
learners a broad understanding of the engineering sector. The
mandatory, core and self development units help build this broad
understanding, whilst the specialist units will allow for a limited
amount of specialist knowledge to be gained and the limited
development of specialist practical skills.

These qualifications support young people to:
• develop a broad understanding of the engineering sector, with

only a limited requirement for specialist knowledge and
practical skills;

• acquire a significant core knowledge which spans the
engineering sector, as well as providing the opportunity to
develop their academic and study skills to support progression
onto further qualifications and potential employment;

• study subject matter that is appropriate for a qualification for
this age group.

UNIT 1: Students will develop the skills and understanding
necessary to use resources economically and perform in a safe
manner in an engineering environment. It provides an
understanding of health and safety legislation and the related
duties of employers and employees and also an appreciation of
significant risks and how to identify and deal with them.

UNIT 2: Students will develop the skills and understanding
necessary for the correct selection, care and use of hand tools
and equipment when modification, fabrication and maintenance
takes place in an engineering environment.

UNIT 3: Students will gain an appreciation of the aspects of
science and mathematical knowledge that may be required to
solve problems found in the engineering environment.

UNIT 4: Students will develop knowledge and understanding of
typical organisational structures, information gathering and how
to keep good working relationships with customers and
colleagues in an engineering work environment, by using
effective communication and support skills.

UNIT 5: Students will develop the knowledge and skills
necessary to research, plan and carry out a non complex project
in an engineering environment.

UNIT 6: Students will look at their own skills and qualities in
relation to those needed at work and use this understanding to
identify key personal and interpersonal information needed for
the application process

UNIT 7: Students will develop the knowledge and skills needed
to carry out routine maintenance, adjustment and replacement
activities as part of the periodic servicing of vehicles.

UNIT 8: Students will develop an understanding of: fundamental
principles of cycle construction, features associated with cycle
design and routine cycle maintenance activities.

The qualification is aligned to a number of
progression routes in engineering, as well as
linking to core GCSE curriculum areas in
maths and science.

This qualification enables progression onto a
wide range of further vocational
qualifications in the engineering and
associated sectors.

Students are awarded either a pass, merit or
distinction.

Mandatory Units:
UNIT 1: Health & Safety Practices in an 
Engineering Environment.

UNIT 2: Tools & Equipment Used in an 
Engineering Maintenance Environment.

UNIT 3: Mathematics & Science for 
Engineering.

UNIT 4: Supporting Job Roles in an 
Engineering Environment. 

UNIT 5: Undertake A Project in the 
Engineering Environment.

Optional Units:
UNIT 6: Preparing for Work.

UNIT 7: Routine Vehicle Maintenance.

UNIT 8: Cycle Construction & Maintenance.

Learners must also achieve a minimum of a Pass 
in the external assessments.

ASSESSMENT METHOD:

POST 16
Opportunities and careers

If you have any queries relating to Motor 
Vehicle, please contact Mr Lethbridge.
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MUSIC 

Course Outline Qualification: LEVEL 2 
VOCATIONAL

Exam Board: EDEXCELThis BTEC gives learners the opportunity to develop
sector-specific knowledge and skills through both
practical and theoretical tasks. The main focus is on four
areas of equal importance, which cover:
· development of key skills and techniques in
performance.
· ways of working in the music industry, such as the
development of musical ideas, and using skills and
techniques for rehearsal and performance.
· attitudes that are considered most important in the
music industry, including personal management and
communication.
· knowledge that underpins effective use of skills,
processes and attitudes in the sector such as musical
skills and styles.

UNIT 1: Learners will explore the techniques used in the
creation of different musical products and investigate the
key features of different musical styles and genres.

UNIT 2: Learners will have the opportunity to develop
two musical disciplines through engagement in practical
tasks, while documenting their progress and planning
for further improvement.

UNIT 3: Learners will be given the opportunity to
develop and present music in response to a given
commercial music brief.

Many employers view a Music qualification
highly. It shows that the student is capable
of individual discipline and also of having a
creative and analytical mind.

The study of Music can help you develop
transferable skills which you can take into
any job or career as it enhances your self-
confidence and ability to communicate
effectively.

This is an ideal course if you wish to go on 
to study Music Performance Level 3, 
Performing Arts, Music Technology and as 
preparation for vocational courses in the 
music industry.

Students are awarded either a pass, merit,
distinction, distinction*.

UNIT 1: Exploring Music products and Styles
(Internally assessed)

UNIT 2: Music Skills Development (Internally
assessed)

UNIT 3: Responding to a Commercial Music
Brief (Externally assessed).

ASSESSMENT METHOD:

POST 16
Opportunities and careers

If you have any queries relating to 
Technology, please contact Miss Pengelly.
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DRAMA

Course Outline Qualification: LEVEL 2 
VOCATIONAL

Exam Board: EDEXCELStudents should have keen interest in different styles of
drama and a willingness to experiment and work in
groups, pairs, or individually. Students are required to
demonstrate creativity, dedication, self discipline, the
ability to meet deadlines, teamwork and an open mind.
Good skills in English are essential to allow students to
write evaluations and reflect on their work.

UNIT 1: This unit gives you a broad understanding of
performance work and influences, looking at how
practitioners create their work and the process they take
from creation, developments and performance.
You will study three professional works each of a
different style both theoretically and practically.
You will present a written report to show your findings
from your research.

UNIT 2: This unit assesses your ability as a performer
and your technical and interpretive skills. You will
explore a chosen style of Drama and participate in
regular technique and creative workshops in this style.
This unit also requires you to study an already existing
piece of work in the chosen style to replicate.
You will focus on your physical and interpretive skills,
setting yourself targets and reviewing these regularly to
understand and improve your performance.
Finally you will apply these skills in a final performance
to a live audience.

UNIT 3: This unit is externally marked by the exam
board. You will be able to work in small groups of
between 3 and 7 performers. The exam board will
provide you with a stimulus on which you must devise a
group performance lasting between 10—15 minutes.
Your performance must respond appropriately to the
given stimulus and communicate your ideas clearly to a
target audience of your choice. Finally you will evaluate
your creative process which be completed in controlled
assessment conditions.

Learners who achieve this Technical Award
qualification could progress onto level 3
qualifications and A Levels, such as:
• Level 3 BTEC- Acting
• A Level Drama
• BTEC/A Level Performing Arts courses
• Drama/Performing Arts degree
Drama complements a number of other subjects
including PE, Music, Art, Business, Science and
English. It may also be useful to those studying
qualifications in the following sectors:
• Performing Arts
• design and technology
• art and design
• creative media.

Students are awarded either a pass, merit,
distinction, distinction*.

UNIT 1: Exploring the Performing Arts

UNIT 2: Developing Skills and Techniques in
the Performing Arts

UNIT 3: Performing to a Brief

To be awarded the Level 2 Technical Award in
Performing Arts (Acting), learners are required
to successfully complete 3 mandatory units.

ASSESSMENT METHOD:

POST 16
Opportunities and careers

If you have any queries relating to 
Performing Arts, please contact Mrs Skinner.
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SPORT STUDIES

Course Outline Qualification: LEVEL 1/2 
VOCATIONAL

Exam Board: OCRThe Cambridge Nationals in Sport Studies take a more
sector-based focus, whilst also encompassing some core
sport/Physical Education themes. Students have the
opportunity to apply theoretical knowledge about
different types of sport and physical activity, skills
development and sports leadership to their own
practical performance. They will learn about
contemporary issues in sport such as funding,
participation, ethics and role models, and sport and the
media. Students will develop an appreciation of the
importance of sport locally and nationally, different
ways of being involved in sport and of how this shapes
the sports industry.

UNIT 1: In this unit, learners will explore a range of
topical and contemporary issues in sport, relating to
participation levels and barriers, the promotion of values
and ethical behaviour through sport and the role of high-
profile sporting events.

UNIT 2: Learners will develop their skills, techniques
and use of tactics/strategies/compositional ideas in
both an individual and a team sporting activity, as well
as their understanding of the rules to allow them to act in
a number of officiating roles within an activity. They will
also consider the use of different practice methods in
order to improve their performance.

UNIT 3: Learners will develop some of the knowledge,
understanding and practical skills required to be an
effective sport leader and plan, deliver and review safe
and effective sporting activity sessions themselves. They
will be encouraged to consider and evaluate their
delivery and by doing so develop their ability to
communicate with an audience verbally and through
practical demonstration.

UNIT 4: learners will develop their knowledge and
understanding of the relationship between sport and the
media as well as their ability to evaluate and interpret
the different ways in which sports items may be
represented by the media.

Study the course at a higher level. Effective
communication and problem solving are
important parts of the course and traits that all
employers look for.

Learners who achieve this OCR qualification
could progress onto level 3 qualifications and A
Levels, such as:
• Level 3 BTEC Sport
A Level PE. It may also be useful to those
studying qualifications in the following sectors:
• fitness industry
• public services
• health and education.

Students are awarded either a pass, merit,
distinction, distinction*.

UNIT 1: Contemporary issues in Sport

UNIT 2: Developing sports skills

UNIT 3: Sports Leadership

UNIT 4: Sport and the media

To be awarded the Level 1/2 National
Certificate in Sport Studies learners are required
to successfully complete 4 units (3 centre-
assessed coursework units and 1 exam unit).

ASSESSMENT METHOD:

POST 16
Opportunities and careers

If you have any queries relating to 
PE, please contact Mr Gibbons.
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KEY STAGE 4 APPLICATION FORM

PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM, REMOVE THE PAGE AND HAND INTO YOUR TUTOR BY 

15 MARCH.

NAME:………………………………………………………………………. TUTOR GROUP:……………………..

Choose any 3 optional subjects –1 from the purple box and 2 from the
white box. Your reserve choices should also be made from the white box.

Please indicate your choices with 1, 2 and 3 in order of preference.

Subject 1/2/3

Geography

History

Choose 3 reserve subjects (all from the white box)

1. ………………………………………………

2. ………………………………………………

3. ………………………………………………
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NB
There are no guarantees you will be able to study all of your preferred choices as it depends on the
number of students who opt for each course and the availability of staffing; the course needs to be
viable to run.

Subject 1/2/3

Art and Design

Business, Enterprise and Marketing

Creative iMedia

Drama

Graphic Design

Health and Social Care

Hospitality and Catering

Motor Vehicle 

Music

Sport Studies


